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^ FILIPINOS ALERT AS 

JAPS SEEK HOLDINGS 

Repeated disavowals by Japanese 
statesmen that Japan is striving for a 
foothold in the Philippines, are not sup- 
ported by facts. Filipinos other than 
the political agitators for independence 
call attention to evidence that the Jap- 
anese are now quietly engaged in a 
commercial conquest of the Islands. 

Japs Extensive Landholders 

Japanese in the Philippines now out- 
number all other nationals except Fili- 
pinos and Chinese. More than 32,000 
acres of agricultural land are in the 
hands of Japanese, either leased or 
bought and patented. This amount 
would have been considerably more had 
not the government followed a strict 
policy in regard to the disposal of pub- 
lic lands to aliens. 

Nearly a hundred applications for oc- 
cupancy of public lands covering an 
area of approximately 170,000 acres 
have been made by Japanese corpora- 
tions and Individuals. Only a few of 
these applications have been favorably 
acted upon. Eleven are pending. Most 
of the land now occupied by or under 
the management of Japanese is in the 
province of Davao and is planted to 
abaca and cocoanut. 

Government records show that not a 
single Chinese individual owns land in 
the Philippines although about 2,100 
acres have been approved by the gov- 
ernment to Chinese under lease. 

Japanese are becoming an important 
factor in the retail trade. Japanese ex- 
porters and importers are more than 
ever aggressive. The recent visit of a 
Japanese battleship to Manila was made 
the occasion for gala demonstrations. 
The Philippine legislature, dominated 
by independence agitators, held an 
official reception in honor of the visitors. 



"NO, WE HAVE SOME 

BANANAS' THEY SING 

Although tne foremost banana-pro- 
ducing country in the world, the Philip- 
pine Islands have difficulty in supplying 
the ever-increasing local demand for the 
fruit. A highly profitable overseas 
trade awaits growers but because of 
backward horticultural methods little 
or no progress has been made in meet- 
ing the call for supplies. 

Latest estimates of the Bureau of 
Commerce and Industry place the num- 
ber of banana plants in the Philippines 
at 56,000,000 with a yield of approxi- 
mately 54,000,000 bunches annually. 
The value of this year's crop is about 
$14,000,000. Local demands for the 
fresh fruit absorb the total supply at 
consistently good prices. 

With the introduction of new capital 
and adoption of modern plantation 
methods, a rich export trade with the 
United States and European countries 
could be developed in banana flour, 
banana meal, banana "chips," plantain 
"coffee" and banana "figs." 

Canning Factories Planned 

The Philippines are a natural garden 
for tropical fruits yet imports exceed 
exports at present. The industry has 
unlimited possibilities of development. 
The Bureau of Agriculture has re- 
quested municipal presidents to forward 
reliable information about local fruits. 
Capitalists, the Bureau says, await this 
information. They propose to establish 
canning factories as soon as improve- 
ment in the fruit industry warrants in- 
vestment. 



Enrollment at the University of the 
Philippines for the first semester of 
the present school year is 3,743, an in- 
crease of 434 over the corresponding 
period last year. 



URGE LIBERAL LAWS 

FOR YANKEE MINERS 

A move tor more liberal mining law* 
to attract capital and promote the de- 
velopment of the mineral resources of 
the Philippines, has been taken by the 
Philippine Legislature. The statutory 
reforms proposed would liberalize the 
locating of claims and their exploita- 
tion. In conjunction with the reforms, 
it is felt that assurance of uninterrupted 
sovereignty by the United States will 
encourage capital. 

Easy Terms for Claimants 

The attention of American mining 
men is called to the fact that the pro- 
posed law would allow a concession to 
any person, corporation or association 
of not more than 10 contiguous min- 
eral claims on the same vein or lode. 
Requisites for the granting of patents 
consists in actual working on the claims 
every year until a patent has been is- 
sued. The bill provides that not less 
than one hundred dollars' worth of 
labor performed for improvements shall 
be made. 

During the past 20 years, only 1 per. 
cent of the total area of mineral lands 
located has been patented. Among the 
mineral resources of the Philippines are 
gold, copper, coal, iron, manganese, 
zinc, chronite and gypsum. 



Delegations from American chambers 
of commerce in China and Japan have 
been invited to attend a conference in 
Manila to be held soon under the 
auspices of the American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Philippines. The con- 
ference, which was called at the sug- 
gestion of Governor General Wood, has 
as its object the development of com- 
mercial relations between oriental 
countries. 
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PHILIPPINE PROQRBSS 



NEW VOLUME THIS 

PHILIPPINE TRUTHS 

Inquiries from schools and trade 
bureaus throughout the country are 
received daily at the "Philippine Prog- 
ress" office concerning material for de- 
bates and addresses. Such requests 
are welcomed. It is not always pos- 
sible to supply as extensive information 
as the subject merits, however. 

For that reason, "Progress" calls to 
the attention of those seeking authori- 
tative facts, a volume just published by 
Doubleday, Page & Company, Garden 
City, L. I., entitled, "The United States 
and the Philippines." The author is 
D. R. Williams who went to the Philip- 
pines as secretary of the Taft Commis- 
sion, thereafter remaining twenty years 
and serving on the judiciary. Review- 
ers describe Judge Williams' volume as 
the most important contribution thus 
far to the subject of the Philippines. 

Judge Williams points out that half 
the population of the globe lives within 
a radius of 3,500 miles of Manila. The 
material needs of these teeming mil- 
lions are constantly increasing as 
civilization makes headway among 
them. Trade rivalry is becoming keener 
as the need for more extended foreign 
markets becomes more urgent in the 
home countries; and out of trade 
rivalries arise more serious conflicts. 

America has been the great stabiliz- 
ing influence in the Far East and as 
long as she remains there, firmly estab- 
lished on her Philippine base, a con- 
tinuance of the present generally peace- 
ful status quo is assured. Should she 
get out, not only will internal chaos 
ensue in the Islands, but the balance 
of power in the entire Far Bast will be 
seriously disturbed. The author deals 
impartially and exhaustively with every 
important subject concerning the indus- 
trial, economic and social welfare of 
the Philippines. 



THEY LIKE THE "MOVIES" 

There are 214 moving picture thea- 
tres in the Philippines, 34 being located 
in Manila. It is estimated by the Phil- 
ippine Bureau of Commerce and Indus- 
try that in communities where such 
theatres are established fully 90 per 
cent of the population patronize them. 



The Manila Harbor Board is getting 
out a pamphlet containing statistical 
data and other information calculated 
to give a comprehensive idea of the 
port of Manila and recent improve- 
ments there. Progress under Spanish 
and Armerican rule is compared. 



EPIDEMICS ARE HALTED 
DURING WOOD REGIME 

Since 1921, when Governor General 
Wood took office, the death rate in the 
Philippine Territory has been reduced 
14 per cent and there are no serious 
epidemics of any kind threatening the 
population, according to official figures 
just given out in Manila. During the 
previous administration there were four 
cholera epidemics with a death toll of 
more than 17,000, and two great small- 
pox epidemics which caused more than 
73,000 deaths. Both of these diseases 
have been virtually eliminated In the 
Philippines. 



INCREASED SALES AWAIT 
KAPOK TREE CULTURE 

Kapok, product of the silk cotton 
tree, is readily produced in the Philip- 
pines. This material is widely used as 
a stuffing for mattresses, pillows, etc., 
and for life preservers, it being almost 
as buoyant as cork and not easily in- 
jured by moisture. The present prin- 
cipal source of kapok is Java where, 
like the Philippines, the kapok tree is 
among the natural growths. The Dutch 
East Indies last year sent 7,489 tons of 
kapok to the United States, as against 
161 tons shipped to this country from 
our own Far Eastern supply source. 



The number of public schools in the 
Philippines increased from 6,620 in 
1923 to 7,669 during the present 
school year, according to official figures 
just announced. There are 6,577 pri- 
mary schools, 1,007 intermediary 
schools and 85 secondary schools. More 
than 1,000,000 are enrolled. 



Commercial exploitation of newly- 
discovered guano deposits in the vicin- 
ity of Cebu, Philippine Islands, has 
just begun. About 250,000 tons of this 
fertilizer are said to be available. 
Nicasio Osmena, son of Senator Osmena, 
is head of the company. 



AVAILABLE LANDS 

The Bureau of Agriculture of the 
Philippines announces that 88 per cent 
of the total arable lands await develop- 
ment. Distribution is as follows: 
Commercial and non-commercial forest 
lands, 45,000,000 acres; grass and bare 
lands, 16,000,000 acres; mangrove 
swamps, 650,000 acres; unexplored 
lands, 8,700,000 acres. 



WORLD TOURIST TIDE 

TURNS TO MANILA 

Manila is elated over assurances of a 
change in the tide of world travel which 
will bring an unusual number of tour- 
ists to the Philippines this winter. It 
has long been a mystery why a com* 
paratively small proportion of visitor! 
to the Orient visits Manila. One ex- 
planation is that the costly propaganda 
put forth by Japan has diverted atten- 
tion from the Philippines. 

Announcement is made that three 
trans-Atlantic liners will land more 
than 1,000 Americans in Manila during 
the coming season. The 27,000-ton 
Belgenland of the Red Star fleet has 
been chartered by the American Ex- 
press Company and will carry about 400 
tourists to the Far Bast. The Cunarder 
Franconia and the Canadian Pacific's 
Empress of France are two other steam- 
ships which will drop anchor in Manila 
Bay. 

Manila, a city of magnificent dis- 
tances and wide open spaces was de- 
signed by Burnham, famous Chicago 
architect who in the early days of 
American occupation was retained to 
remodel it along modern artistic lines. 
Palm-grown plazas, splendid monu- 
ments and palm-lined avenues abound. 
The Manila hotel, situated on the 
Luneta, Manila's favorite playground, is 
described as the best and most modern 
hostelry in the Far East. With its 
tropical gardens and lawns it represents 
an investment of more than $1,000,000. 
A beautiful and unique dancing pavilion 
surrounded by dining verandas adjoins 
the main building. Here dinner parties 
are held and Manila society dances to 
the jazz of a negro orchestra imported 
from Broadway. 

Adjoining the hotel is the municipal 
golf course, one of the most unique in 
the world. It is laid out for the most 
of its length on the side of the moat 
which surrounded the old city walls in 
Spanish days. The eighteen holes ex- 
tend over historic ground where Malay, 
Moro, Chinese, Sikh, Spaniard and 
American fought in other days. Man? 
natural hazards are contributed by the 
picturesque walls. 

Numerous short trips of interest may 
be made from Manila. The Pagsanjan 
falls and gorge, Taal volcano with its 
mile-wide crater, and Baguio, the 
mountain capital of the Philippines are 
notable for their beauty. 



Artichokes can be grown successfully 
in the Philippines. R. R. Landon, aai 
American planter of Cebu, has secured 
a yield at the rate of more than one 
half ton per acre. 



